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FORRESTFIELD–AIRPORT LINK — SOIL CONTAMINATION 
Question without Notice 771 — Answer Advice 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [5.04 pm]: I would like to 
provide an answer to Hon Dr Steve Thomas’s question without notice 771 asked yesterday, which I seek leave to 
have incorporated into Hansard. 
Leave granted. 
The following material was incorporated — 
Answer 
(1) The Landfill Waste Classification and Waste Definitions (April 2018) (Waste Definitions) only apply to material that is considered 

waste. Any waste containing PFAS above the limit of detection will be considered to be Special Waste Type 3. 
(2) Where no PFAS is detected, and the material is considered to be waste, it should be classified in accordance with the 

Waste Definitions. The classification will depend on the type and characteristics of the waste. 
(3) The Public Transport Authority (PTA) has advised that some excess fill from the Forrestfield-Airport Link project is being transported 

to the Public Transport Authority’s Kenwick Rail Freight Facility project for use as engineered backfill. The Kenwick Rail Freight 
Facility is located approximately 200 metres from Woodlupine Brook. 

(4) Yes. 
(5) The aquatic ecosystems, freshwater and marine guideline values in the PFAS National Environment Management Plan (NEMP) are 

expressed in micrograms per litre and are intended to be used to assess levels of species protection in the aquatic environment. It is 
not appropriate to compare them directly with concentrations of PFAS in soil, expressed as milligrams (or micrograms) per kilogram. 
The highest concentration measured in the FAL project’s excess fill is below the human health and ecological criteria for soils in 
the PFAS NEMP. 
The guideline concentrations for protection of 99 per cent of species in aquatic ecosystems in the PFAS NEMP are very low. The 
PFAS NEMP notes that the 99 per cent species protection level may actually be below ambient background concentrations. 

(6) The PTA has advised that PFAS levels being encountered by the FAL project are considered comparable to the low levels present 
in soils in most urban areas around the world, including in Australia. The PTA has also advised that based on sampling undertaken, 
the engineered backfill material at the Kenwick Rail Freight Facility is being used in a manner consistent with the PFAS NEMP, 
and is not considered to pose an increased or unacceptable risk to Woodlupine Brook or the Swan River. 
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